Travellers In India

Roe was immensely struck with the "Leskar"
or Royal Camp, which, he says, is " one of the
wonders of my little existence." It was the
camp which was erected whenever the monarch
was on a journey, and halted for one or more
nights, Roe tells us that it was twenty^ miles in
circuit, and that the tents were regularly
arranged in streets, with shops and similar con-
veniences. It may be remarked in passing that
Hawkins corroborates this testimony, incredible
though it seems, by saying that the " Leskar n
was as large as London. In such a tent-city as
this Aurangzib spent the last twenty years of his
life In his hopeless endeavour to come to grips
with the Mahrattas.

Valuable light is shed on the administration
of the Mogul Empire by a conversation which
Roe states he had with the " Viceroy of Patan."
The Viceroy was an officer of the nominal rank
of five thousand horse, but he was only expected
to maintain an actual standing force of fifteen
hundred cavalry, which cost him 300,000 rupees
a year. He, however, drew from the treasury of
the Emperor at his nominal rate, and thereby
made 700,000 rupees profit.* In addition it was
understood that he could retain anything he
could sweat out of his province over and above
the rent of 1,100,000 rupees which he paid the
^Mogul every year. Mr Lane-Poole aptly points
out that apart from this extorted revenue,

* See Appendix I.
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